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1 [bookmark: _heading=h.omys1uqr4zl5]Letter to delegates

Greetings delegates, we extend a warm regard on behalf of the chair, Welcome to Historical Heads of State. 

We are very honoured to be your presidents in such an important committee.  Throughout the session, you will be representing one of the most important and influential leaders in history and the world today. 

As Heads of State your role is to think as true leaders, to lead with both national responsibility and global awareness. This committee is not only a place to debate, but also a place where you can learn, negotiate and create.
We, as your presidents, will be here to always guide and support you, ensuring that every delegate feels confident, respected and motivated throughout the session.

Don’t be afraid to reach out if you have any questions or concerns about this committee. Without further ado, welcome to the committee of Historical Heads of State. We look forward to seeing your ideas shape the future of your own discussions.

With best regards, your presidents. 
Mariana and Luca. 








2 [bookmark: _heading=h.lhzebqb23bnv]Introduction to Historical Heads of State (HHS)
· [bookmark: _heading=h.jsm18y2qm5we]History

The Historical Heads of State (HHS), originally Heads of State (HS), is a fictional committee, in which each one of you takes the place of an important leader around the world, in this case in history, in order to debate important topics or problematics that occurred in the past, so the delegates in the committee could “revive” those times and debate about these situations, making different decisions and, like that, changing the course of history.

How would they do this? They would do it by preventing wars, saving people, or even starting wars to seek the interests of their own nations.

And with these tests, they would see how they would act and what decisions they would take in these high-pressure scenarios, promoting critical thinking, negotiation, testing abilities like speaking in public, and seeing if they know enough about history.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.s16dkh586o2s]Purpose:

The purpose of Historical Heads of State (HHS) is to give delegates the chance to act as historical leaders, for them to experience how real-time decision-making under pressure feels, and to let them know the consequences that each of the decisions they take can have.

Like this, this committee helps them to improve their skills in international relations, critical thinking, communication, and others.

In this way, this committee educates the delegates through the experience of making decisions under pressure, even encouraging them to act strategically, responsibly, and to appreciate the importance of their role in the topic that is being debated.






3 [bookmark: _heading=h.smlh6rphn9c]Topic 1: The Great Depression.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.8eovlmdsbi8v]Introduction

The Great depression is the worst economic crisis ever recorded in history, it lasted over ten years, beginning in 1929 and finishing in the late 30s. It all began when the stock market crashed in New York, forcing bank failures, leading to business breakdowns and like this causing a massive unemployment rate all over the world.

During this time, production fell very quickly, global trade was not even possible, and many other factors left families without nothing and doomed to misery. Thanks to this, governments all over the world were forced to rethink and change their economic system, so such a catastrophic event like this one didn’t occur again.

The Great Depression led the path for the governments to build the bases of the strong societies, economic and political systems all over the world, giving the chance for significant reforms such as Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “New Deal” to be created and contributing to the rise of political extremism in Europe.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.u73ohjmvuhu0]Timeline

1929 – The crash
·  Thursday 24th of October of 1929 (Black Thursday), Investors panic and starts selling stocks fast, Big Bankers like J.P Morgan & Co try to buy huge blocks of shares, but nothing is enough to avoid the inevitable
· Tuesday 29th of October of 1929 (Black Tuesday), The Stock market starts to fall by pieces, about 14 billion dollars in shares disappears in one day, and another 40 billion dollars in shares will disappear in the following two months. Thanks to these, big investors lose fortunes, and small investors lose life savings, like this falling into bankruptcy. Huge companies like General Motors and the U.S Steel face big losses, but not everything was bad, few rich financial speculators that predicted the fall of the stock market and sold right before this happened managed to earn a fortune out of this, the individual that earned the most was Jesse Livermore.




1930 – Beginning of the banking crisis
· Around 1,300 American banks failed and went bankrupt, and the unemployment rates began to rise.
· Herbert Hoover refuses to provide economic help to American citizens, as he believes the economy will recover naturally.

1931 – Global economic collapse
· Countries like Germany and Austria get affected by the economic crisis.
· Nations abandon the gold standard.

1932 – The worst year
· Unemployment rates hit 25%
· Homeless people create small shantytowns named “Hooverville”.
· Roosevelt runs for president.

1933 – Roosevelt's new deal begins
· A new deal proposal is launched.
· FDIC is created.

1934 – Reforms and recovery efforts
· Natural disasters hit America, and peasants get affected.
· SEC organization is created to supervise Wall Street.

1935 - 1936 – The second new deal
· Unemployment and pensions get introduced.
· Thanks to the creation of public organizations a lot of public jobs are created.
· The recovery finally starts.

1937 – The Roosevelt recession
· Industrial production drops causing the Unemployment rate to rise again to 19%.


1939 – The great depression ends with the World War II
· The beginning of World War II
· The US government starts producing weapons.
· Thanks to the high weapon demand in Europe, jobs are created and the great depression ends.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.7rn0we2ez4t5]Subtopics

A. International Economic Policy Failures and Protectionism                                        Should the State intervene to revive the economy or let the market self-regulate?

The Collapse of Trade: Protectionism and the Smoot-Hawley Act, 
The most serious mistake was believing that "protecting" domestic industry would save jobs. In 1930, the United States passed the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act, which raised import taxes to record levels. 

The reaction was a chain reaction: other countries like Canada, France, and the United Kingdom, responded with their own tariffs in self-defence. The result: world trade fell by 66% between 1929 and 1934. No one could sell their surplus, plunging the world into even greater unemployment.

The day when currencies were pegged to gold. This meant that governments had no economic flexibility. The main problems in their economies were:

Lack of liquidity: central banks could not print money to stimulate the economy and did not have enough gold to justify their issuance.

Exported deflation: countries that wanted to give up an eighth of their gold reserves raised interest rates, thus causing a contraction in investment and consumption.

The dilemma: countries that abandoned the gold standard early recovered faster, for example, Great Britain in 1931.

B. World War II                                                                                                                                 To what extent did the failures of the Treaty of Versailles and the economic crisis of the 1930s enable the rise of Nazism and make the outbreak of World War II inevitable? 

The beginnings of the war and the rise of the nazi parties thanks to the failure of the Treaty of Versailles.

The 1939 war did not arise from nothing; it was an explosion of tensions that had been building since the First World War. The Treaty of Versailles was perceived by the Germans as a humiliating dictate. The exorbitant war reparations and the loss of territory (including the Polish Corridor) fuelled extreme nationalism.

Hitler broke the Treaty of Versailles, and no one stopped him; the alliance between Nazi Germany and the USSR led to the secret partition of Poland. 

After the 1929 stock market crash, Germany's population reached 6 million, and the Nazi party promised "bread and work," presenting it as the only alternative to communism.













C. Social Unrest and Government Responses to Mass Unemployment                           Which models worked best: the New Deal in the US, Soviet planning, Italian corporatism, or European austerity policies?

The Great depression destroyed the world economy, causing massive unemployment, and this led to protests, strikes. For this reason, governments worldwide adopted different models to fight all the trouble the great depression was causing.

In the United States they had The New Deal proposed by Franklin D. Roosevelt. The New Deal reduced social disturbance, by creating new public jobs and expanding the state's intervention, thus helping to stabilize democracy.

In the Soviet Union they had the Soviet Planning, this eradicated unemployment completely, through state-controlled industrialization, but it reduced a lot of citizen participation and dropped the living standards low. 

Then we had the Italian Corporatism, which tried to take control over labour conflicts, through state mediation, but they failed to reduce the massive unemployment. 

And in the other countries they experimented with various economic and political models, in which most of them even failed to reduce social unrest and massive unemployment, this even leading to political instability. 

· [bookmark: _heading=h.1pln4stqjtlr]Benefits and consequences

a) Benefits:
· Change in the role of the State
· Creation of social programs
· New economic policies
· Regulation of the financial system
· Development of modern economic theories
· Strengthening economic education
· Greater international cooperation
· Protection of labour rights
· Investments in public works
· Social and political awareness

b) Consequences:
· Mass bankruptcies of banks and companies
· Extreme unemployment
· Increased poverty and hunger
· Decline in international trade
· Loss of confidence in the financial system
· Cambio en el papel del Estado
· Expansion of workers' and trade union movements
· Rise of extreme ideologies
· Global inequality
· Lasting economic and social reforms

· [bookmark: _heading=h.8x28cdhpx8ut]Key concepts

· Stock Market crash in 1929
· Bank Failures
· Overproduction & Falling Demand
· Unemployment crisis
· Deflation
· Protectionism
· International Debt & reparations
· Monetary Policies Mistakes
· Collapse of global trade
· Government intervention
· Social Impact
· Rise of Extremist Movements









· [bookmark: _heading=h.e5le3msus2pg]Vocabulary
· Stock market crash
· Speculation
· Margin buying
· Bank failures
· Bank runs
· Credit collapse
· Overproduction
· Underconsumption
· Unemployment
· Deflation
· Poverty
· Breadlines
· Hoovervilles
· Austerity policies
· Protectionism
· Tariffs
· Smoot-Hawley Tariff
· Gold standard
· Currency devaluation
· International debt
· Reparations
· Fiscal policy
· Monetary policy
· Government intervention
· Public works
· Social welfare programs
· New Deal
· Economic recovery
· Extremist movements







· [bookmark: _heading=h.or75d2s16wxj]Research questions

· What were the main structural causes of the Great Depression worldwide?

· How did the collapse of the financial system spread the crisis internationally?

· Why did traditional laissez-faire policies fail during the Depression?

· What economic policies did my leader or institution support at the start of the crisis?

· Did my delegation Favor market self-regulation or state intervention, and why?

· Which measures did my delegation implement to combat unemployment and social unrest?

· How successful were my delegation’s policies in achieving economic recovery?

· [bookmark: _heading=h.7weqh7z2hbgc]Delegations

	Herbert Hoover

	Calvin Coolidge

	John Maynard Keynes

	Joseph Stalin

	Benito Mussolini

	Ramsay MacDonald

	Andrew Mellon

	Irving Fisher

	Montagu Norman

	Hjalmar Schacht

	Franklin D. Roosevelt

	Henry Morgenthau Jr.

	Takahashi Korekiyo

	Paul Reynaud

	Pierre Laval

	Jesse Livermore

	Getúlio Vargas

	Neville Chamberlain

	George V

	Adolf Hitler




· [bookmark: _heading=h.w30pb9hbm3li]Block

	Block A - Liberal
	Block B - Reformist

	Herbert Hoover
	John Maynard Keynes

	Calvin Coolidge
	Franklin D. Roosevelt

	Andrew Mellon
	Henry Morgenthau Jr.

	Irving Fisher
	Joseph Stalin

	Montagu Norman
	Benito Mussolini

	Jesse Livermore
	Hjalmar Schacht

	Paul Reynaud
	Takahashi Korekiyo

	George V
	Pierre Laval

	Neville Chamberlain
	Getulio Vargas

	Ramsay MacDonald
	Adolf Hitler

















4 [bookmark: _heading=h.ygo7tnc0gmnp]Topic 2: The Cold War
· [bookmark: _heading=h.xde3ead9v0c]Introduction

The Cold War was one of the most important problems worldwide in the 20th century. It all began after World War II (WWII), and lasted for more than 40 years, going from 1947 to 1991. 

This conflict started with the huge political and ideological differences between the two most powerful blocs in the world at the time, USA’s bloc, which supported capitalism and democracy, and the USSR’s bloc, which promoted communism. 

Unlike average wars, the Cold War didn’t have direct fighting scenarios between the parties involved. It was quite different; it was mostly characterized by political tension, military and technological competition between both sides, propaganda, espionage, and the influence each side had over small civil wars all over the world, trying to gain power and control over these disputed territories. During this period, there was always a threat: nuclear conflict, and this had everyone terrified, and thanks to this, global politics got really polarized. 

The cold war changed everything worldwide. It changed international relations especially, having a huge influence on economic systems, political alliances, and military strategies. This forced governments to strengthen their political structures, by creating organizations like NATO and the Warsaw Pact.










· [bookmark: _heading=h.z81l0qww05fp]Timeline

1945 – The end of World War II
· Germany surrenders and World War II ends in Europe.
· The USA and the USSR emerge as the two main global powers.
· Europe is divided into occupation zones controlled by the Allies.
· Ideological tensions between capitalism and communism begin to surface.



1946 – Growing Tensions
· Winston Churchill delivers the “Iron Curtain” speech, warning about Soviet expansion in Eastern Europe.
· The USSR consolidates control over Eastern European governments.

1947 – Official beginning of the Cold War
· The Truman Doctrine is announced, committing the USA to stop the spread of communism.
· The Marshall Plan is proposed to rebuild Western Europe economically.
· The USSR rejects the Marshall Plan and forbids Eastern Bloc countries from joining.

1948 – Europe becomes divided
· Communists’ takeover of Czechoslovakia.
· The Berlin Blockade begins as the USSR cuts land access to West Berlin.
· The USA and its allies respond with the Berlin Airlift.

1949 – Globalization of the conflict
· NATO is created as a Western military alliance.
· The Berlin Airlift ends: Germany is effectively divided.
· The USSR tests its first atomic bomb
· The People’s Republic of China is proclaimed under Mao Zedong
· [bookmark: _heading=h.chyvo58jadrs]Subtopics

A. Ideological Polarization and the Division of the World                                           Should nations align with one superpower for security and aid, or attempt neutrality and non-alignment? 

During the cold war (approximately between 1947 and 1991), world war was deeply divided by ideological polarization.  

Two superpowers led totally opposite models:

The United States, defender of capitalism, liberal democracy, and the market economy. The Soviet Union promoter of communism with planned economies and a single party system. 

This division was not only political, but also economic, military and cultural, which led many countries to feel pressured to choose sides. The world was organized mainly into two blocs: The Western bloc and the Eastern bloc. 

Many states aligned themselves with a superpower in order to obtain military security, economic aid and political support, as was the case of the OTAN, led by the United States and the Warsaw pact, led by the Soviet Union. However, this choice meant losing autonomy and following the interest of the corresponding bloc.

Faced with this, several countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America opted for neutrality forming the Non-aligned movement, although maintaining that position was difficult due to constant pressure from both superpowers. 
















B. Military Confrontation and Nuclear Deterrence
Did nuclear weapons preserve peace through deterrence, or did they bring the world closer to destruction?

Nuclear weapons played a double role during the Cold War, acting as both a peace preserver and a constant threat to humanity. The concept of Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) meant that any nuclear attack would result in total annihilation for both sides, making direct military confrontation between superpowers too risky. 

Thanks to this deterrence strategy, the United States and Soviet Union avoided open warfare, even during major crises like the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962.

However, nuclear weapons also brought the world dangerously close to destruction multiple times. The arms race led both nations to accumulate thousands of warheads, creating enough firepower to destroy the planet several times over. 

Close calls and misunderstandings nearly triggered nuclear exchanges on various occasions. The constant threat of nuclear war generated global anxiety and forced nations to develop extensive civil defence programs.

 Although deterrence prevented direct conflict between superpowers, it also meant that humanity lived under the shadow of potential annihilation for decades, making the Cold War a period of paradoxical stability built on the threat of destruction.










C. Proxy Conflicts and Superpower Intervention
Was proxy wars legitimate tools to contain rival ideologies, or did they destabilize regions and undermine national sovereignty?

Proxy wars were used by both superpowers as tools to contain rival ideologies without direct confrontation. The United States and Soviet Union supported opposing sides in conflicts across Asia, Africa, and Latin America, providing weapons, funding, and military advisors to their allies. 

From the American perspective, these interventions were necessary to stop the spread of communism and protect democratic values. The Soviet Union justified their actions as supporting liberation movements and preventing capitalist exploitation.

However, proxy wars caused massive destabilization in the regions where they occurred. Countries like Vietnam, Afghanistan, Angola, and Nicaragua became battlegrounds for superpower rivalry, resulting in millions of deaths and long-lasting destruction. 

Thanks to foreign intervention, local conflicts escalated into prolonged wars that devastated economies and societies. National sovereignty was frequently undermined as superpowers manipulated governments, funded coups, and imposed their political systems on other nations. 

Although proxy wars allowed the United States and Soviet Union to avoid direct military confrontation, they left behind a legacy of instability, civil wars, and economic problems that many regions still struggle with today.


· [bookmark: _heading=h.y2my6dmforx0]Benefits and consequences

a. Benefits:
· Development of international security alliances
· Creation of collective defence systems (NATO, Warsaw Pact)
· Technological and scientific advancement
· Acceleration of space exploration and communications
· Strengthening of intelligence and diplomatic institutions
· Economic reconstruction of Western Europe through aid programs
· Political stabilization of allied states
· Promotion of decolonization debates and national self-determination
· Establishment of nuclear deterrence preventing direct superpower war
· Expansion of international organizations and diplomacy

b. Consequences:
· Permanent global political tension
· Nuclear arms race and risk of total annihilation
· Division of countries and societies (Germany, Korea, Vietnam)
· Proxy wars causing massive civilian casualties
· Militarization of economies
· Suppression of political dissent in many states
· Increased interventionism in sovereign nations
· Ideological polarization of the world
· Long-term instability in developing regions
· Human rights violations linked to authoritarian regimes

· [bookmark: _heading=h.8b0guvevyukz]Key concepts

· Ideological confrontation (capitalism vs. communism)
· Bipolar world order
· Containment policy
· Sphere of influence
· Iron Curtain
· Military alliances
· Nuclear deterrence
· Arms race
· Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD)
· Proxy wars
· Espionage and intelligence warfare

· [bookmark: _heading=h.n8qwo0hydbpu]Vocabulary

· Cold War
· Bipolar world
· Ideological conflict
· Capitalism
· Communism
· Containment
· Iron Curtain
· Sphere of influence
· Superpower rivalry
· Arms race
· Nuclear deterrence
· Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD)
· Military alliances
· NATO
· Warsaw Pact
· Proxy wars
· Espionage
· Intelligence agencies
· Propaganda
· Political intervention
· Economic aid
· Marshall Plan
· Truman Doctrine
· Decolonization
· Non-Aligned Movement

· [bookmark: _heading=h.pp4sj9lbs1rm]Research Questions

· What were the main causes of the Cold War after World War II?

· How did ideological differences between capitalism and communism shape international relations?

· Why did the United States adopt the policy of containment?

· How did the Marshall Plan and the Truman Doctrine influence the division of Europe?

· In what ways did the nuclear arms race affect global security and diplomacy?
· [bookmark: _heading=h.z2f1mwhl8vlo]Delegations

	Harry S. Truman

	Joseph Stalin

	Clement Attlee

	Vincent Auriol

	Chiang Kai-shek

	Andrei Zhdanov

	Josip Broz Tito

	George C. Marshall

	Vyacheslav Molotov

	Paul Ramadier

	Mao Zedong

	Wilhelm Pieck

	Bolesław Bierut

	Klement Gottwald

	Lyndon B. Johnson

	Charles de Gaulle

	Jawaharlal Nehru

	Edvard Beneš

	Władysław Gomułka












· [bookmark: _heading=h.liufh7lrz5z2]Blocks

	Block A - Western
	Block B - Eastern

	Harry S. Truman
	Joseph Stalin

	Clement Attlee
	Andrei Zhdanov

	Vincent Auriol
	Vyacheslav Molotov

	George C. Marshall
	Mao Zedong

	Paul Ramadier
	Josip Broz Tito

	Charles de Gaulle
	Wilhelm Pieck

	Jawaharlal Nehru
	Bolesław Bierut

	Edvard Beneš
	Klement Gottwald

	Lyndon B. Johnson
	Władysław Gomułka

	
	Chiang Kai-shek




5 [bookmark: _heading=h.g49ovx1z7xmx]Topic 3: The 6-Day War
· [bookmark: _heading=h.t46v7xatorwx]Introduction

The Six-Day War is not insignificant; this conflict occurred in June 1967, when Israel confronted several countries in the region, including Egypt, Syria, and Jordan, after years of rising political tensions, territorial disputes, and ongoing conflicts. During the 1960s, following Syrian military attacks and the mobilization of Arab troops near Israeli communities, tensions escalated rapidly, increasing fears of a future confrontation in the region.

In only six days, an unexpected situation unfolded during the war, as Israel managed to win several key battles and occupy strategic territories such as the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, East Jerusalem, the Golan Heights, and the Sinai Peninsula. This completely altered the balance of power in the Middle East and generated long-lasting tensions in the region that continue to this day.

After the war ended, the consequences did not stop with the fighting. The international community, especially the United Nations, started to get involved to try to reduce tensions between the countries and avoid a new confrontation. However, the territorial occupations and the lack of clear agreements made the situation even more complex. Because of this, many of the problems that began in 1967 are still present today.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.p4gebwd4jldg]Timeline

1966 – Rising regional tensions
· Egypt and Syria strengthen military cooperation against Israel.
· Increased border clashes between Israel and Syria, especially over water projects and Palestinian guerrilla activity.
· The Soviet Union provides intelligence to Arab states, falsely claiming Israel is preparing to attack Syria.



May 1967 – Escalation toward war
· May 14, 1967: Egypt moves large numbers of troops into the Sinai Peninsula, violating prior agreements.
· May 16, 1967: Egypt demands the withdrawal of UN peacekeeping forces (UNEF) from Sinai; the UN complies.
· May 22, 1967: Egypt closes the Straits of Tiran to Israeli shipping, cutting Israel’s access to the Red Sea. Israel declares this an act of war.
· Arab leaders publicly call for the destruction of Israel, increasing regional tension.
· Jordan signs a military alliance with Egypt, bringing the West Bank and East Jerusalem into the conflict zone.

June 5, 1967 – War begins (Day 1)
· Israel launches a pre-emptive air strike (Operation Focus) against Egypt.
· The Israeli Air Force destroys most of Egypt’s air force on the ground within hours.
· Egypt falsely reports victories, encouraging Jordan and Syria to enter the war.
· Jordan shells West Jerusalem: Israel responds with ground operations in the West Bank.


June 6, 1967 – Israeli advances (Day 2)
· Israeli forces capture key positions in the Sinai Peninsula.
· Heavy fighting occurs in Jerusalem and the West Bank.
· Syria begins artillery attacks from the Golan Heights.

June 7, 1967 – Capture of Jerusalem (Day 3)
· Israeli troops capture East Jerusalem, including the Old City and holy sites.
· Israel gains full control of the West Bank.
· Egyptian forces retreat chaotically from Sinai, suffering major losses.

June 8, 1967 – Sinai secured (Day 4)
· Israel reaches the Suez Canal, completing the capture of the Sinai Peninsula.
· Egypt accepts a UN-backed ceasefire.
· Naval incidents occur in the Mediterranean amid ongoing confusion.

June 9, 1967 – Golan Heights offensive (Day 5)
· Israel launches a major assault on the Golan Heights, overcoming strong Syrian defences.
· Syrian forces begin to retreat toward Damascus.

June 10, 1967 – War ends (Day 6)
· Israel captures the remaining territory in the Golan Heights.
· Syria accepts the ceasefire.
· The Six-Day War officially ended.

Aftermath (1967–1968)
· Israel gains control of the Sinai Peninsula, Gaza Strip, West Bank, East Jerusalem, and the Golan Heights.
· Over 300,000 Palestinians are displaced.
· UN Resolution 242 was adopted, calling for Israeli withdrawal from the occupied territories and recognition of all states' right to exist.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.lcu7ku643scl]The war reshaped Middle Eastern geopolitics and fuelled future conflicts, including the Yom Kippur War in 1973.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.6fumplwwhjmn]Subtopics

A. Military Confrontation and Nuclear Deterrence                                                         How did Israel’s military superiority and implied nuclear capability deter foreign intervention and shape the outcome of the conflict despite the war being fought with conventional weapons?

Israel is a nation characterized by their strong use of missiles, and this war was not an exception. Thanks to the strategic airstrikes on the enemy territory, they managed to neutralize the Egyptian, Jordanian, and Syrian air forces quickly, allowing them to gain control over the conflict and win the war in a matter of days. The military superiority gave them the chance to take over territories.

Although the war was fought with conventional weapons, no other nation tried to interfere in this war because they were aware of how capable Israel was of producing nuclear weapons, and they didn’t want to get any threats from Israel.



B. Military Strategy and Territorial Changes During the Conflict                                          How did Israel’s rapid, multi-front military strategy enable decisive territorial gains, and in what ways did these new territories alter the strategic and security balance in the region?

Israel's military strategy was based on rapid operations across multiple fronts to defeat their enemies quickly. After the air strikes, Israeli armoured divisions moved fast through different areas.

 In the Sinai Peninsula, they forced Egyptian troops back to the Suez Canal. At the same time, Israeli forces took control of the West Bank from Jordan, including East Jerusalem. On the northern side, they captured the Golan Heights from Syria.

The territorial gains were significant: Israel took over the Sinai Peninsula, Gaza Strip, West Bank, East Jerusalem, and Golan Heights, making their controlled area three times bigger. These strategic locations gave them defensive advantages and control over important regions


C. International Response and Long-Term Consequences of the War                                  How did the international community’s response—particularly the limited enforcement of UN Resolution 242—shape the long-term political, territorial, and security consequences of the conflict in the Middle East?

The international community had mixed reactions to the war's outcome. The United Nations called for Israel to withdraw from occupied territories through Resolution 242, but this was not enforced. 

Western countries generally supported Israel's right to defend itself, while Arab nations condemned the territorial acquisitions. The long-term consequences were significant and continue affecting the region today. 

The occupied territories became a central issue in Middle Eastern politics, creating ongoing tensions between Israelis and Palestinians. Thanks to the territorial gains, Israel achieved better security borders, allowing them to have strategic advantages. 

However, the war also created conditions for future confrontations, including the 1973 Yom Kippur War and decades of unresolved disputes over land and sovereignty that persist today.



· [bookmark: _heading=h.k5xjvl9sboif]Benefits and consequences

a. Benefits:
· Strengthening of Israel’s military deterrence in the region
· Demonstration of effective military strategy and rapid mobilization
· Acquisition of strategic territories that improved Israel’s defensive position
· Increased political leverage for Israel in future negotiations
· Consolidation of national unity and state legitimacy within Israel
· Reinforcement of alliances with Western powers, especially the United States
· Establishment of Israel as a dominant regional military power

b. Consequences:
· Long-term occupation of territories and unresolved territorial disputes
· Escalation of Arab Israeli hostility and regional instability
· Displacement of civilian populations, especially Palestinians
· Increased militarization of the Middle East
· Repeated cycles of conflict and retaliatory wars
· International condemnation and diplomatic tensions
· Complications in peace negotiations and border agreements
· Emergence of the Palestinian issue as a central international concern

· [bookmark: _heading=h.wqgn6y6lnth6]Key concepts

· Arab Israeli conflict
· Pre-emptive strike
· Territorial expansion
· Military deterrence
· Strategic depth
· Air superiority
· Regional power balance
· Occupation of territories
· United Nations intervention
· Ceasefire agreements
· National security doctrine
· Palestinian question
· Geopolitical instability
· International diplomacy
· Long-term regional tension


· [bookmark: _heading=h.kiocq0tbupph]Vocabulary

· Six-Day War
· Arab Israeli conflict
· Middle East
· pre-emptive attack
· Military mobilization
· Airstrike
· Armoured warfare
· Territorial occupation
· West Bank
· Gaza Strip
· East Jerusalem
· Golan Heights
· Sinai Peninsula
· Ceasefire
· United Nations
· Security Council
· Military superiority
· Strategic territory
· Border disputes

· [bookmark: _heading=h.s5dweobinjx7]Research Questions

· What were the main political and military causes that led to the outbreak of the Six-Day War in 1967?

· How did Israel’s pre-emptive military strategy influence the outcome of the conflict?

· Why did neighbouring Arab states mobilize their forces against Israel prior to the war?

· How did territorial gains after the Six-Day War reshape the political map of the Middle East?

· In what ways did the international response to the war affect future Arab Israeli relations?



· [bookmark: _heading=h.63kxubif1w0r]Delegations

	Levi Eshkol

	Moshe Dayan

	Gamal Abdel Nasser

	Abdel Hakim Amer

	King Hussein

	Hafez al-Assad

	Leonid Brezhnev

	Lyndon B. Johnson

	King Faisal

	Charles de Gaulle

	Indira Gandhi

	Dean Rusk

	U Thant

	Alexei Kosygin

	Yigal Allon

	Abdel Rahman Aref

	Ahmad Shukeiri

	King Hassan II

	Walter Ulbricht















· [bookmark: _heading=h.e7hz9r2ni0cc]Blocks 

	Israel and Western Powers
	Arab States and Soviet-Aligned
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